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January 6-7-8
   DENVER FLY FISHING SHOW
   KICK-STARTS 2012 SEASON
           
            DENVER, Colo. – In what has turned into an annual Happy New Year tradition for Colorado and Rocky Mountain-area fly-fishers, the Fly Fishing Show kicks off the season at the Denver Merchandise Mart, Jan. 6-8.
            Fly-casters, fly-tiers, tackle manufacturers, authors, artists and representatives from angling destinations around the world will converge on the city with a sure cure for mid-winter blues.
            The 12th anniversary edition of the Denver Fly Fishing Show will feature a sneak preview of straight-out-of-the-box new products from the worldwide fly-fishing industry.  The show will be open 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri.; 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Sat.; and 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Sun. 
            Parking at the Merchandise Mart, 451 East 58th Ave., Suite 4270, is free all three show days.
            For the first time, the Fly Fishing Show will host the two hour, 16 entries International Fly Fishing Film Festival. Award-winning films will be shown Fri. (1/6/), beginning at 6:30 p.m.
“Festival entries have been produced by professional and amateur filmmakers to showcase the passion, lifestyle and culture of fly fishing. From steelhead in Northern BC to chasing multiple species in Costa Rica, the variety of films will pique the interest of all anglers. IF4 contains exclusive content not available in any other fly fishing film event,” said Chuck Furimsky, Fly Fishing Show producer
            Among the films slated to debut are Cuba on the Fly, The Costa Rica Challenge, and A Backyard in Nowhere.  Others will be named immediately following film competition judging.
            Film Festival tickets are $15, $10 with advance purchase or $10 with admission to the Fly Fishing Show on Fri.
            The Fly Fishing Show features every form of the sport – fresh to saltwater, river to farm pond.  Fishing lodges and destination waters range from Rocky Mountain National Park to Ascension Bay in Mexico’s Yucatan, Argentine Patagonia, Alaska, and Mexico’s Baja Peninsula, with seminars, Destination and Adventure Theater presentations.
            Six Fly Fishing Show vacation/travel door prizes will be awarded; each is for two anglers and includes:
·         Cooper’s Minipi Lodges, Labrador, Canada;

·         Pesca Maya Fishing Lodge, Ascension Bay, Mexico;

·         Restigouche River Lodge, New Brunswick, Canada;

·         Falcon’s Ledge, Utah;

·         Tuckamore Lodge, New Foundland, Canada; and

·         Fish Iceland

            About 150 commercial exhibitor booths – ranging from rod and reel manufacturers, retail dealers, boots and waders, to clothing to lodges and fly-fishing camps from around the world – will line the Merchandise Mart exhibition hall.
            Destination Theatre programs begin at noon on Fri. and continue virtually non-stop until Sun. afternoon and include, “Western Colorado’s Lower Gunnison,” by Tim Patterson; “Tackle and Techniques for Fishing the San Juan;” “Winter Dry Fly Fishing,” Nate Brumley; “Fly Fishing the Arkansas,” Taylor Edrington; “The Legendary Big Horn,” Michael Mastrangelo; “Giant Fish on the North Platte River,” Jason Hamrick; and “Going for Golden Trout,” Todd Jones;
            Others include “Permit Fishing in Ascencion Bay,” Tim Profota; “Fishing the Rio Grande,” John Bleh and Dave Martin; “Soft Hackles and Spiders,” John Shaner; “Seasons on the North Platte,” Greg Mueller; and “Lesser Known Southwestern Colorado Waters,” Cameron Cipponeri.
            “Some Adventure Theater and Destination Theatre shows will be repeated, others will be shown only once.  Besides the theater shows, there will be about 50 tying and casting demonstrations and other fly-fishing shows per day,” said Furimsky.  A complete schedule of Adventure and Destination Theatre shows, Film Festival presentations, casting demonstrations, featured fly-tiers and seminars is available at http://www.flyfishingshow.com/
            There are two casting ponds for demonstrations.  Casting instructors include Gary Borger, Steve Rajeff, Michael Mauri, Jeff Hatton, George Daniel, Jeff Currier and Tim Patterson.
            Featured fly tiers include Rick Takahashi, Ben Furimsky, Borger, Dave Whitlock, Charlie Craven, A.K. Best, Ed Engle, Rick Hafele, Dave Hughes and Nate Brumley.
            How-to-do-it and where-to-go seminars are scheduled by 

Borger, Currier, Steve Schweitzer, Mauri, Eric Stroup, Daniel, Larry Kingrey and Bill Edrington. 
            Steve Rehm Rods, in the Bamboo Rod Aisle, will offer repairs and restoration.
            Volunteers from the Federation of Fly Fishers – FFF – will teach the basics of fly-fishing, fly-tying and other aspects of the sport to children and adults of any age.
            John Shaner of Hardy Reels will offer free evaluation, maintenance and a complimentary lube kit to everyone bringing a Hardy to the show. 
            Admission: Adults $15 for one day, $25 for two-day pass, $35 for three-day pass.  Children under 5 free, under 12 $2; Scouts under age 16 in uniform free. Active military with ID are $10.    Film Festival $15, $10 with advance purchase or $10 with show admission.
           
 
 

NOTE:  To interview any of the Denver Fly Fishing Show personalities in advance of the show, please email Bennett Mintz at bjmintz@socal.rr.com; or phone 818-718-8566.
 
For media passes, write bjmintz@socal.rr.com; or phone 818-718-8566.  Passes will be left for you at Will Call.   You will need to show media credentials.
